3. Seagrasses are aquatic plants that reproduce sexually. Male seagrass flowers produce sticky pollen that
is carried by circulating water to female flowers, resulting in fertilization. A researcher claims that mobile
aquatic invertebrates can also transfer pollen from male to female flowers in the absence of circulating water.
To investigate this claim, the researcher set up aquariums to model the possible interactions between the

invertebrates and seagrasses.

(b) Identify the dependent variable in the experiment. Predict the experimental results that would support the
researcher’s claim that mobile aquatic invertebrates can also transfer pollen from male to female flowers in

the absence of circulating water.
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