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AP PHYSICS C: MECHANICS 2026 n FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Question 4

4.	A unicycle is placed on a stand such that the wheel does not touch the ground. The rotational 
inertia of the wheel about the axle is IW . One end of a crank arm can be attached to the wheel, 
as shown in the side view.

In Scenarios 1 and 2, crank arms of different lengths are connected to the wheel. In each 
scenario, the wheel is initially at rest. A force of magnitude F is then exerted at the end of each 
crank arm. The direction of the force remains perpendicular to each crank arm at all times. The 
mass of each crank arm is negligible. The scenarios differ as described.

•	 Scenario 1: The length of the crank arm is 1, . The angular speed of the wheel 
immediately after the crank arm has been turned through one rotation is 1~ .

•	 Scenario 2: The length of the crank arm is 2, , where >2 1, , . The angular speed of the 
wheel immediately after the longer crank arm has been turned through one rotation is 

2~ .

Part A

Indicate whether 2~  is greater than, less than, or equal to 1~  by writing one of the following.

•	  >2 1~ ~

•	  <2 1~ ~

•	  2 1~ ~=

Justify your answer. Your justification may reference equations but must include conceptual 
reasoning beyond algebraic solutions.
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Part B

Derive an expression for the angular speed 1~  of the wheel in Scenario 1 immediately after 
the crank arm has been turned through one rotation. Express your answer in terms of IW , F, 1, , 
and physical constants, as appropriate. Begin your derivation by writing a fundamental physics 
principle or an equation from the reference information.

Part C

In Scenario 3, the unicycle is placed on the ground such that the unicycle can move forward 
without the wheel slipping on the ground. A force of the same magnitude F is exerted at the end 
of the crank arm of length 1, , as in Scenario 1. The direction of the force remains perpendicular 
to the crank arm at all times. The resulting angular speed of the wheel immediately after the 
crank arm has been turned through one rotation is 3~ . 

Indicate whether 3~  is greater than, less than, or equal to 1~  by writing one of the following.

•	  >3 1~ ~

•	  <3 1~ ~

•	  3 1~ ~=

Briefly justify your answer. Your justification may reference equations but must include 
conceptual reasoning beyond algebraic solutions.

STOP
END OF EXAM


