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6 A computer programmer uses assembly language to create a computer program for an embedded 

system in a washing machine.

 (a) State what is meant by an embedded system.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Give the name of the translator that will be used for the program.

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (c) The washing machine needs to display error codes on a small screen if there is a problem 

with the washing machine.

  The error codes are stored as binary. The binary numbers are too long to be displayed on the 

washing machine.

  State how the error codes could be reduced in length to be displayed on the screen.

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (d) Give one benefit to the programmer of using assembly language to write the program.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (e) The programmer uses an integrated development environment (IDE) to write the program.

  A built-in translator to convert the program into machine code is one way that the IDE helps 

the computer programmer.

  Describe three other ways the IDE can help the programmer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

7 A computer has an operating system.

 (a) The operating system provides several functions.

  (i) Tick (3) one box to show which of these is not a function of the operating system.

A managing files   

B providing an interface  

C handling interrupts  

D loading the bootstrap  

 [1]
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