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Section B

Answer any three questions.

Each question is introduced by stimulus material. In your answer you may refer to this material and/or 
to other examples that you have studied.

2 Unemployment in the United Kingdom (UK) fell in December 2021 to 4.1%. Market forces would 
usually mean that wages would increase due to this lower unemployment. However, workers’ 
living standards did not increase. New international trade deals were not made fast enough to 
offset the decreasing trade between the UK and the European Union.

 (a) Identify two ways of measuring unemployment. [2]

 (b) Explain two factors that could influence living standards, apart from unemployment rates. [4]

 (c) Analyse how market forces can increase wages. [6]

 (d) Discuss whether or not free trade between countries increases economic growth. [8]

3 Approximately 95% of students in Macao, a special administrative region of China, attend a 
private school. Internationally, competition for students is high amongst private schools. Private 
schools are often technologically innovative in their methods of teaching. However, some argue 
that private schools make the government aim of redistribution of income more difficult to achieve.

 (a) Define privatisation. [2]

 (b) Explain how technological innovation can benefit firms. [4]

 (c) Analyse the effects of increased competition amongst firms. [6]

 (d) Discuss whether or not improving education can help a government achieve its macroeconomic 
aims. [8]

4 The World Trade Organization (WTO) estimates that India has the largest levels of trade protection 
of any major economy. The highest tariffs are imposed on products from the primary sector. For 
example, in 2018 India imposed a tariff of approximately 90% on imports of coffee to protect its 
coffee farmers. However, the markets for coffee substitutes and complements do not have such 
levels of government intervention.

 (a) Identify two methods of trade protection apart from a tariff. [2]

 (b) Explain how the price of coffee substitutes and complements can affect the demand for 
coffee. [4]

 (c) Analyse possible reasons why a government may want to intervene in a market. [6]

 (d) Discuss whether or not high tariffs can reduce unemployment. [8]


